THE NUCLEAR MEDICINE EXAMINATION


WHAT IS NUCLEAR MEDICINE?

Nuclear Medicine is a method of imaging the body using radioactive materials. Highly skilled professionals use special equipment and procedures to learn how certain organs function and to diagnose and determine the extent of diseases.
The radioactive material is introduced into the body by injection, inhalation or
by swallowing. After the radiation has had time to travel to the body part of interest, the imaging or scan begins.
WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT FROM YOUR NUCLEAR MEDICINE EXAMINATION?

The nuclear medicine technologist uses a special camera to detect the radiation emitted from your body. A computer is used to help process the information and to make the images easier to interpret. 
The body part being scanned will be positioned close to the camera. You will be asked to hold very still while the images are being made. There will be times during the scan when the technologist will allow you to move and relax. It is necessary to make several images in different positions to get a complete and accurate study. 
Upon completion of our routine views, the technologist will show your films to the radiologist. At this time, the radiologist will review your study and may ask for extra views or even x-rays to provide as much information as possible.
Be sure to tell us if you are pregnant.
The time that it takes to perform a nuclear medicine study varies. Some procedures are more involved than others and naturally take longer to complete.
Please refer to the procedure preparation list for information about each individual procedure or contact the clinic at 743-7035.
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FINDING OUT THE RESULTS
  You will need to contact the physician who ordered your Nuclear Medicine scan to review the results with you.  Results are typically completed within 5 working days.
HOW AND WHERE DO YOU SCHEDULE A NUCLEAR MEDICINE SCAN?

   In order to schedule a Nuclear Medicine scan, you should see your family physician and ask for a referral. You may not refer yourself for an appointment. Once the scan is ordered you may call the radiology department at (843) 743-7035  to schedule the scan.
