MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING  (MRI)



HOW DOES MRI WORK?  
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MRI uses a very strong magnet, radio waves and computers to create detailed images of your body. There is no radiation like x-rays used.
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MRI detects and measures the differences in the amount of hydrogen atoms in the tissues of your body as they are exposed to the MRI magnet. Each image is processed through the computer and a detailed image is produced. .

MRI can collect the image data in any direction through any area of your body and it is immediately displayed on a TV monitor. These images are then transferred to film for reading and storage.

WHAT SHOULD YOU EXPECT DURING YOUR MRI SCAN?

The exam usually takes 30 to 60 minutes. It consists of several image exposures lasting 10 to 15 minutes each.
You'll be asked to remove your make-up, eyeglasses, watch, jewelry, credit cards, dentures, hearing aids and any other metallic objects you are carrying.
Then, the technologist will help you lie down on a cushioned table. When you are comfortably positioned, the table will move into the magnet.
The technologist will then step into the control area, while staying in constant contact with you both visually and through an intercom. As the exam proceeds, you will hear a muffled thumping sound for several minutes at a time. Other than the sound, the MRI creates no bodily sensation.
Relax and try to lie as still as possible. Any movement during this time will blur the picture. When the exam is done, the technologist will help you off the table.
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DO I NEED TO PREPARE FOR THE EXAM?
No special preparation is needed. Eat normally and take medication as usual, unless the technologist has given you other instructions. You may find it easier to relax if you avoid drinking coffee or other caffeinated beverages before the exam.

WILL I NEED AN INJECTION?
In most cases an MRI exam does not require an injection. In some situations, however, a substance known as a contrast agent may be needed to enhance the ability of the MRI to see into your body. All contrast agents are FDA-approved and are considered safe.
Very anxious patients and small children may be given a sedative to help them relax and lie still during the exam. If you think you will require a sedative, please contact our office prior to appointment. You will need to bring someone to drive you home.
IS THERE ANY RISK?
Magnetic resonance imaging is very safe. There are no health risks associated with the magnetic field or the radio waves used by the machine. However, some special circumstances limit the use of a magnetic field, so it is important for you to tell us if any of the following apply to you or someone accompanying you into the exam room:
· cardiac pacemaker or artificial heart valve
· metal plate, pin or other metallic implant
· intrauterine device, such as Copper-7 IUD
· insulin pump or other infusion pump
· aneurysm clips
· previous gunshot wound
· inner ear implant
· ever been a metal worker (had metal in eye)
· permanent (tattoo) eye-liner
Any metallic substance on your person can affect the quality of the diagnostic images. It can also cause discomfort or injury to you when placed in the magnetic field, and may exclude you from the exam.

Also, be sure to tell us if you are pregnant.
FINDING OUT THE RESULTS
  You will need to contact the physician who ordered your MRI scan to review the results with you.  Results are typically completed within 5 working days.
HOW AND WHERE DO YOU SCHEDULE A MRI SCAN?

  In order to schedule a MRI scan, you should see your family physician and ask for a referral. You may not refer yourself for an appointment. Once the scan is ordered you may call the radiology department at (843) 743-7061 to schedule the scan.  MRI scans are done every Wednesday in a mobile scanning system parked outside of the hospital.
